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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 027417 
ORIGIN EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 EA-09 ISO-OO L-03 FTC-01 AID-05 CEA-01 
CIAE-00 COME-OO FRB-01 INR-07 10-13 NEA-10 NSAE-00 
USIA-15 OPIC-06 SP-02 TRSE-00 CIEP-02 LAB-04 SIL-01 
AGRE-00 OMB-01 /102 R 

DRAFTED BY EB/IFD/BP:TASCHLENKER:CJR 
APPROVED BY EB/IFD/B P: HJWINTER 
EUR/RPE : RB RESLER 
EA/ANP:TJWODJA 
L/EB:SBENSON (INFO) 

080417Z 089876/64 

R 072244Z FEB 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
INFO USMISSION OECD PARIS 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 

UNCLAS STATE 027417 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, AS, US 

SUBJECT: ANTITRUST: POSSIBLE ANTICOMPETITIVE ACTIVITIES 
IN CONNECTION WITH IMPORTS OF MINERAL SANDS FROM AUSTRALIA 

REF: (A) STATE A-4707 (76), (B) CANBERRA A-72 (76) 

1 . DEPT. HAS RECENTLY BEEN INFORMED BY THE FEDERAL TRADE 
COMMISSION (FTC) THAT IT HAS OPENED A PRELIMINARY INVES- 
TIGATION INTO POSSIBLE USE OF UNFAIR METHODS OF COM 
PETITION OR UNFAIR PRACTICES IN VIOLATION OF SECTION 5 OF 
THE FTC ACT BY VARIOUS UNITED STATES COMPANIES, 

INCLUDING DILLINGHAM CORPORATION OF HONOLULU, NATIONAL 
LEAD CORPORATION AND OTHERS, IN CONNECTION WITH THEIR 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 027417 

IMPORTATION INTO THE UNITED STATES OF MINERAL SANDS FROM 
AUSTRALIA. THE MINERALS IN THOSE SANDS INCLUD ZIRCON. 

RUTILE AND ILMENITE. 

2. THIS IS A PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION, AND ITS OPENING 
SHOULD NOT BE CONSTRUED AS INDICATING A DETERMINATION THAT 
ANY VIOLATIONS HAVE TAKEN PLACE. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO 
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NOTIFY THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT OF THIS ACTION IN ACCORD- 
ANCE WITH THE 1967 OECD NOTIFICATION AND REPORT ANY 
REACTIONS. 

VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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